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The Testing by Joelle Charbonneau 
 
It’s graduation day for sixteen-year-old Malencia Vale, and the entire Five Lakes Colony (the 
former Great Lakes) is celebrating. All Cia can think about—hope for—is whether she’ll be chosen 
for The Testing, a United Commonwealth program that selects the best and brightest new 
graduates to become possible leaders of the slowly revitalizing post-war civilization. When Cia is 
chosen, her father finally tells her about his own nightmarish half-memories of The Testing. 
Armed with his dire warnings she bravely heads off to Tosu City, away from friends and family, 
perhaps forever. 
Lexile: 830   Genre:  Science Fiction (Dystopian)  
  

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night by Mark Hadden 
 
Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the world and their capitals and every 
prime number up to 7,057. He relates well to animals but has no understanding of human 
emotions. He cannot stand to be touched. And he detests the color yellow. This improbable story 
of Christopher's quest to investigate the suspicious death of a neighborhood dog makes for one 
of the most captivating, unusual, and widely heralded novels in recent years. 
Lexile: 1180   Genre:  Fiction 
 

 

All the Bright Places by Jennifer Niven 
 
Theodore Finch is fascinated by death.   Violet Markey lives for the future. When Finch and Violet 
meet on the ledge of the bell tower at school—six stories above the ground—it's unclear who 
saves whom. And when the unlikely pair teams up on a class project to discover the "natural 
wonders" of their state, they go, as Finch says, where the road takes them: the grand, the small, 
the bizarre, the beautiful, the ugly, the surprising—just like life.  But as Violet’s world grows, 
Finch’s begins to shrink.  This is a heart-wrenching, unflinching story of love shared, life lived, and 
two teens who find one another while standing on the edge. 
Lexile:  830   Genre:  Fiction 
 

 

Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario 
 
Enrique’s Journey recounts the unforgettable quest of a Honduran boy looking for his mother, 
eleven years after she is forced to leave her starving family to find work in the United States. 
Braving unimaginable peril, often clinging to the sides and tops of freight trains, Enrique travels 
through hostile worlds full of thugs, bandits, and corrupt cops. But he pushes forward, relying on 
his wit, courage, hope, and the kindness of strangers.  
Lexile:  830  Genre:  Non-Fiction 

 

Trouble by Gary D. Schmidt 
 
Henry Smith lives a safe and secure life in his family home until trouble arrives one day in the 
form of a pickup truck that strikes and severely injures his older brother. The accident leads to 
racial hostility, revelations of family secrets and a dangerous journey that throws Henry together 
with the boy who drove the vehicle that hit his brother. 
Lexile:  930   Genre:  Fiction 
 

 



 

The Impossible Knife of Memory by Laurie Halse Anderson 
 
For the past five years, Hayley Kincaid and her father, Andy, have been on the road, never staying 
long in one place as he struggles to escape the demons that have tortured him since his return 
from Iraq. Now they are back in the town where he grew up so Hayley can attend school. 
Perhaps, for the first time, Hayley can have a normal life, put aside her own painful memories, 
even have a relationship with Finn, the hot guy who obviously likes her but is hiding secrets of his 
own. Will being back home help Andy’s PTSD, or will his terrible memories drag him to the edge 
of hell, and drugs push him over?  
Lexile:  720   Genre:  Fiction 
 

 

Breaking Night by Liz Murray 
 
Breaking Night is the stunning memoir of a young woman who at age fifteen was living on the 
streets, and who eventually made it into Harvard. Liz Murray was born to loving but drug-
addicted parents in the Bronx. At age fifteen, Liz found herself on the streets when her family 
finally unraveled. When Liz's mother died of AIDS, she decided to take control of her own destiny 
and go back to high school.  Liz squeezed four years of high school into two, while homeless; won 
a New York Times scholarship; and made it into the Ivy League. 
Lexile:  N/A   Genre:  Memoir 
 

 

Brian’s Winter by Gary Paulsen 
 
In the Newbery Honor-winning Hatchet, thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson learned to survive alone 
in the Canadian wilderness, armed only with his hatchet. As millions of readers know, he was 
rescued at the end of the summer. But what if that hadn't happened? What if Brian had been left 
to face his deadliest enemy--winter?  Gary Paulsen raises the stakes for survival in this riveting 
and inspiring story as one boy confronts the ultimate adventure 
Lexile:  1140   Genre:  Fiction 
 
 

 

 


